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Synopsis

Chiang Mai (literally, A¢a -A“new cityA¢a -A-) suffered badly in the 1997 Asian financial crisis as
the Northern Thai real estate bubble collapsed along with the Thai baht, crushing dreams of a
renaissance of Northern prosperity. Years later, the ruins of the excesses of the 1990s still stain the
skyline. In Ghosts of the New City, Andrew Alan Johnson shows how the trauma of the crash,
brought back vividly by the political crisis of 2006, haunts efforts to remake the city. For many
Chiang Mai residents, new developments harbor the seeds of the crash, which manifest themselves
in anxious stories of ghosts and criminals who conceal themselves behind the cityA¢a -4,¢s
progressive veneer.Hopes for rebirth and fears of decline have their roots in Thai conceptions of
progress, which draw from Buddhist and animist ideas of power and sacrality. Cities, Johnson
argues, were centers where the charismatic power of kings and animist spirits were grounded; these
entities assured progress by imbuing the space with sacred power that would avert disaster.
Johnson traces such magico-religious conceptions of potency and space from historical records
through present-day popular religious practice and draws parallels between these and secular
attempts at urban revitalization. Through a detailed ethnography of the contested ways in which
academics, urban activists, spirit mediums, and architects seek to revitalize the flagging economy
and infrastructure of Chiang Mai, Johnson finds that alongside the hope for progress there exists a
discourse about urban ghosts, deadly construction sites, and the lurking anxiety of another possible
crash, a discourse that calls into question historyA¢a -a,¢s upward trajectory. In this way, Ghosts
of the New City draws new connections between urban history and popular religion that have

implications far beyond Southeast Asia.

Book Information

Series: Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory

Paperback: 208 pages

Publisher: University of Hawaii Press (July 31, 2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0824839714

ISBN-13: 978-0824839710

Product Dimensions: 8.9 x 5.9 x 0.7 inches

Shipping Weight: 8.8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)
Average Customer Review: 5.0 out of 5 stars 2 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #244,941 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #251 inA A Books > History > Asia



> Southeast Asia #254 inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Politics & Government > Public
Affairs & Policy > City Planning & Urban Development #255 inA A Books > Politics & Social

Sciences > Social Sciences > Urban Planning & Development

Customer Reviews

This colourful and detailed book analyses how Thailand’s northern capital of Chiang Mai is
struggling with progress. . . . Students of Thai culture should find this book provocative and highly
informative. Specialists in urban studies should also find this book a valuable example of analysing
urban development through the perspective of culture.-- "New Mandala"The book is both
ethnographically and theoretically captivating; each chapter recounts how the entanglements ofthe
haunting ghosts and the haunted urban architectures and exclusive communities produce a series
of social discourses on progress, cultural essence, and social discontent. . . . The strengths of this
book are shown in Johnson’s rich ethnographic materials and ample theoretical engagements.--
"American Anthropologist"Ghosts of the New City makes an important contribution to Thai studies,
urban studies, and ethnography. . . . The book is a stellar example for scholars of Southeast Asian
studies in particular, demonstrating an analytics that operates within the cracks between hegemonic
frameworks and regimes of knowledge.-- "TRaNS: Trans-Regional and-National Studies of
Southeast Asia"General readers are likely to find the book engaging, as Johnson provides many
vivid vignettes and stories drawn mainly from his field work, though they may also find it at times
mystifying. . . . For readers interested in the complex uncanny of (post) modern subjectivity, and
certainly for specialists of Thai scholarship, the book is a rich contribution on contemporary Thailand

from a closely attentive ethnographer.-- "Pacific Affairs"

The book is both ethnographically and theoretically captivating; each chapter recounts how the
entanglements ofthe haunting ghosts and the haunted urban architectures and exclusive
communities produce a series of social discourses on progress, cultural essence, and social
discontent. . . . The strengths of this book are shown in JohnsonA¢a -4a,¢s rich ethnographic
materials and ample theoretical engagements. (American Anthropologist) This colourful and detailed
book analyses how Thailand’s northern capital of Chiang Mai is struggling with progress. . . .
Students of Thai culture should find this book provocative and highly informative. Specialists in
urban studies should also find this book a valuable example of analysing urban development
through the perspective of culture. (New Mandala)Ghosts of the New City makes an important

contribution to Thai studies, urban studies, and ethnography. . .. The book is a stellar example for



scholars of Southeast Asian studies in particular, demonstrating an analytics that operates within
the cracks between hegemonic frameworks and regimes of knowledge. (TRaNS: Trans-Regional
and-National Studies of Southeast Asia)General readers are likely to find the book engaging, as
Johnson provides many vivid vignettes and stories drawn mainly from his field work, though they
may also find it at times mystifying. . . . For readers interested in the complex uncanny of (post)
modern subjectivity, and certainly for specialists of Thai scholarship, the book is a rich contribution

on contemporary Thailand from a closely attentive ethnographer. (Pacific Affairs)

This was a very entertaining as well as informative work. Not just for the supernatural folklore that
enveloped a "modern" city, but also as a study in elite power-brokers planning everything except

dealing with actual real people -- critical theorists take note!

This is a fascinating ethnographic study of what progress fails to progress and what emerges out of
this failure. A must read for anyone interested in the idea of urbanity and development in Southeast

Asia.

Download to continue reading...

Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) Chiang Mai Bucket List : Skip the tourist traps and explore like a
local in Northern Thailand - Where to Go, Eat, Sleep & Party ( Travel Southeast Asia ): Top 55
Secrets about Chiang Mai - Thailand Luxurious Chiang Mai: The 5 star travel guide to hotels, dining,
spa and sightseeing in Chiang Mai Memory Exercises: Memory Exercises Unleashed: Top 12
Memory Exercises To Remember Work And Life In 24 Hours With The Definitive Memory Exercises
Guide! (memory exercises, memory, brain training) The Chiang Mai Guide for Digital Nomads:
Handbook for Connected Travelers in Thailand (City Guides for Digital Nomads 8) Southeast Asian
Cooking: Bundle of 120 Southeast Asian Recipes (Indonesian Cuisine, Malaysian Food, Cambodian
Cooking, Viethamese Meals, Thai Kitchen, ... of recipe books from Southeast Asia!l Toms and Dees:
Transgender Identity and Female Same-Sex Relationships in Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) Khmer Women on the Move: Exploring Work and Life in Urban Cambodia
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) The Anxieties of Mobility: Migration and Tourism in
the Indonesian Borderlands (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) Planning Your First
Ladyboy Trip To Southeast Asia: Everything you need to know to take a ladyboy vacation in
Southeast Asia, Thailand’s Best Street Food: The Complete Guide to Streetside Dining in Bangkok,
Chiang Mai, Phuket and Other Areas Thailand: Thailand Travel Guide: The 30 Best Tips For Your


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/2yx8n/ghosts-of-the-new-city-spirits-urbanity-and-the-ruins-of-progress-in-chiang-mai-southeast-asia-politics-meaning-and-memory.pdf?r=6wlb%2B%2BOgTOZJxRWjrjzr%2FMPD3HZwF0s8LG9d7bsbG94%3D

Trip To Thailand - The Places You Have To See (Thailand, Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Koh Phangan,
Phuket Book 1) Chiang Mai to Laos: The Slow Boat to Luang Prabang (Thai Travel Guide Book 5)
Thailand: Travel Guide 2017 (Thailand Travel Guide, Bangkok Travel Guide, Chiang Mai Travel
Guide, Phuket Travel Guide, Pattaya Travel Guide, Thailand Guide) Memory Training: Train your
brain to improve your memory (Unlimited Memory, Mental Health, Memory Techniques, Education &
Reference, Study Skills, Memory Improvement Book 1) Constructing a Security Community in
Southeast Asia: ASEAN and the Problem of Regional Order (Politics in Asia) Better Memory Now:
Memory Training Tips to Creatively Learn Anything Quickly, Improve Memory, & Ability to Focus for
Students, Professionals, and Everyone Else who wants Memory Improvement Memory Repair
Protocol - Improve Your Memory: Powerful Strategies To Enhance Your Memory - The Ultimate
Guide to Unleash Your Brain’s Potential (memory loss Book 1) Memory: Boost Your Memory with
Easy Exercises - Improve Your Mental Focus in Everyday Life (FREE BONUS INCLUDED)
(Improve memory, improving memory, remembering more, productivity improvement) Southeast

Asia’s Best Recipes: From Bangkok to Bali [Southeast Asian Cookbook, 121 Recipes]


https://mark-draghi.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://mark-draghi.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://mark-draghi.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://mark-draghi.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

